[Bone tissue metabolism in systematic lupus erythematosus patients treated with glucocorticosteroids].
The present study has been undertaken to evaluate bone turn-over in patients with systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) treated with glucocorticosteroids. Thirty-eight patients with definite SLE has been investigated. The following parameters have been determinated. Some proinflammatory cytokine: interleukin-IL-1 alpha (IL-1 alpha), interleukin-IL-6 (IL-6), tumor necrosis factor-alpha (TNF-alpha), granulocyte-macrophage colony stimulating factor (GM-CSF) and some biochemical markers of osteoporosis: osteocalcin (BGP), alkaline phosphatase-bone formation (AP-B), procollagen type I carboxyterminal propeptide (PICP), carboxyterminal telopeptides of type I collagen (CTx) deoxypyridinoline (Dpd) and calcium/creatinin ratio have been determined. The forearm densitometry measurement was performed in all patients. We did not notice statistically significant decrease in bone mineral content and bone mineral density in spite of long term glucocorticosteroids treatment. Based on statistically significant correlation between carboxyterminal telopeptides of type I collagen (CTx) and calcium/creatinin ratio we observed increased bone resorption in analysed group of patients.